
 

FACT SHEET 

The recently-formed Grizzly Bear Foundation (GBF) is a charitable organization established to promote the long 

term survival and wellbeing of grizzly bears in British Columbia through education, research and conservation.   

GBF’s Board of Directors: 

Michael Audain OC OBC is Chair of Polygon Homes Ltd and Chair of the Audain Art Museum.  
 
Dr. Ken Macquisten is a wildlife veterinarian who has been involved in conservation efforts including grizzly 
bears and is the Director of the Grouse Mountain Refuge for Endangered Wildlife.  
 
John McKercher is a retired corporate lawyer.  
 
Stuart McLaughlin is a business executive in British Columbia’s tourism industry and Chair of the BC Pavilion 
Corporation.   
 
Bruce McLellan has studied grizzlies for the BC government for 35 years and is co-chair of the bear specialist 
group with the International Union for Conservation of Nature.  
 
Douglas Neasloss is a Chief Councillor for the Kitasoo/Xai'xais Nation and has participated in a number of 
projects relating to grizzly bears in the Great Bear Forest. 
 
Suzanne Veit is a retired BC Government deputy minister. 
 

GBF‘s Board of Inquiry 

The Board of Inquiry wants to hear from BC residents and organizations about their views on the importance, 

long term survival and wellbeing of BC’s grizzly bear population.   

The Inquiry will review the most current government policies and procedures to protect the grizzly bear 

population, and it will analyze the most up-to-date scientific information on this population.   

The Inquiry will canvas the views of residents, government managers and scientists, ranchers, hunters, guides 

and outfitters, conservation organizations, First Nations communities, businesses, and all other interested 

members of the public. The focus of the Inquiry will be on measures that must be taken now and in the future 

to ensure the long term survival of the grizzly bear population in British Columbia.  Specifically, the Inquiry will 

seek advice on: 

 Threats to British Columbia’s grizzly bear population including habitat fragmentation and loss, hunting, 
food source depletion, climate change, poaching and traffic accidents  
 

 Bear-human interaction, especially on how mutual protection protocols might be developed to reflect 
the strong and historical relationship between humans and grizzlies in British Columbia 



 

 Ways and means of enhancing the growth of the bear-watching industry in a responsible manner, 
including the potential for increased employment opportunities 

 

 The future of grizzly bear’s survival in British Columbia.  
 

The three members of the Inquiry Board are Chairman Michael Audain of Vancouver, Stuart McLaughlin of 

West Vancouver and Suzanne Veit of Victoria.   

GBF‘s Board of Inquiry – Public Meetings 

The Board of Inquiry will hold public meetings in September and October 2016 to which all interested 

members of the public as well as all organizations with an interest in grizzly bears will be invited to make their 

views known.  Meetings will take place in:  Cranbrook September 27, Prince George September 28, Fort St John 

September 29, Prince Rupert, Vancouver October 18, Prince Rupert October 19 and Victoria October 20.   

GBF‘s Board of Inquiry – Inquiry Reporting Process 

After due consideration and having reviewed the information resulting from this process, the Board of Inquiry 

will publish a report which will focus on recommendations to ensure the protection and sustainability of BC’s 

grizzly bears. This report will be a public one.  Members of the Board of Inquiry will invite provincial 

government representatives to study and consider the findings of the report and to respond to it. 

The Inquiry expects to complete its work by the end of January 2017. At that point, the Grizzly Bear Foundation 

will continue to build on this work in the context of its mandate of research, education and conservation with 

regard to the grizzly bear population of British Columbia. 

Invitation to make presentations and contact for further information 

All persons and organizations interested in British Columbia’s grizzly bears are invited to submit written 

presentations to the Board of Inquiry. In addition, any person or organization wishing to present and speak at 

one of the public meetings is invited to register at:  grizzlybearfoundation.com   

Contact:   

The Grizzly Bear Foundation is a registered charity with offices at: 

900 – 1333 West Broadway, Vancouver, BC V6H 4C2 

Social Media:   

Twitter: grizzlybearfdn 

Instagram: grizzlybearfdn 

Facebook: Grizzly Bear Fdn 

Website: grizzlybearfoundation.com  

 


