


The establishment of the Woody L. Hunt School of 
Dental Medicine (WLHSODM) marks the only dental 
school to open in the state of Texas in almost 50 years 
and the first-ever in West Texas. 

Health Care in the Paso del Norte Region

Since 1973, Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center El Paso 
(TTUHSC El Paso) has played a pivotal role in advancing education, 
research, and patient care in the Paso del Norte region. As the only 
health sciences center on the U.S.-Mexico border, it is uniquely 
positioned to lead the nation in border health initiatives.

The region is significantly underserved with respect to all health 
care professions, but especially dentistry. In El Paso, less than 
half of adults visit a dentist annually. Unfortunately, this lack of 
dental care has been linked to numerous disorders, including heart 
disease, stroke, diabetes, pneumonia and cancer — the leading 
causes of death in El Paso County. 
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Health Care Needs

Underrepresentation in West Texas

A 2014 study conducted by the Texas Department of State 
Health Services found that the Upper Rio Grande region, 
which includes El Paso, has only 20 dentists for every 100,000 
people, compared to the state average of 36 per 100,000.

The Ratio of Texas’ population to general dentists is 2,764:1. 

The Ratio of El Paso’s population to general dentists is 4,992:1.

Texas has an uneven distribution of dentists, which can be 
attributed, in part, to the locations where recent dental school 
graduates have chosen to practice.

• Between 2007 and 2011, 79 percent of the state’s
  graduates practiced in the Metroplex, Gulf Coast,
  and South Texas regions.

• Between 2007 and 2011, 26 graduates (just 2.5
  percent of all Texas graduates) practiced in the
  Upper Rio Grande or West Texas regions.

Source: Texas State Board of Dental Examiners

More than one-third (37 percent) of Texas’ dentists are at or approaching retirement age (more than 55 years 
of age), according to the Texas Department of State Health Services.

AGE OF EL PASO DENTISTS



Educational Opportunities

Dental Schools in Texas

There are only three dental schools in Texas, all of which are 
located in the east and south regions.

TAMUSHSC: Texas A&M University System Health Science Center (Dallas, Texas)
UTHSCH: University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston
UTHSCSA: University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio

Due to the lack of dental schools in the region, West Texas 
natives who choose to pursue a career in dentistry are trained 
out of the state. According to the Texas State Board of Dental 
Examiners, in 2014-15, 100 percent of dental school graduates 
from El Paso County received their degrees from an out-of-state 
institution. During that same time, 52 percent of greater Texas 
residents graduated from in-state dental schools.

TAMUSHSC

UTHSCSA UTHSCH



Educational Opportunities

Supporting our Own

TTUHSC El Paso preferentially accepts and graduates students from El Paso.
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TTUHSC EL PASO SCHOOLS PREFERENTIALLY ACCEPT & GRADUATE
STUDENTS FROM EL PASO - 2015

•PLFOSM - 25% of students admitted are from El Paso
•GGHSON - 87% of students admitted are from El Paso
•GSBS - 57% of students admitted for Master’s Program are from El Paso
              67% of students admitted to Post-Bac- Program are from El Paso



Community Impact

Economic Stimulus

Seventy percent of graduates from dental schools in 
Texas establish practices in the same region where they 
attended school. Of all 50 states, Texas ranks among 
the top five for employment in the field of dentistry, 
except for West Texas.

Recent studies have shown a primary economic impact 
of $60 to $109 million annually for dental schools.

Commitment to Wellness

The mission of TTUHSC El Paso is to improve the lives of people in our state 
and our community by focusing on the unique health care needs of socially and 
culturally diverse border populations through excellence in integrated education, 
research, and patient care.

The TTUHSC El Paso Woody L. Hunt School of Dental Medicine (WLHSODM) will 
help address the underrepresentation of dental health professionals and improve 
oral health care in West Texas.

To continue enhancing and expanding services in our community, it is vital that 
TTUHSC El Paso partner with like-minded organizations. By working together, we 
not only provide much-needed services, but also build the foundation necessary 
to educate the next generation of culturally competent and caring health care 
professionals who will serve our community and beyond.


