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Background
The Canadian Centre for Child Protection (Canadian Centre) is a national charity dedicated to the personal safety 
of all children. Our goal is to reduce the incidence of missing and sexually exploited children while educating the 
Canadian public about ways to keep children safe. 

Through our role in operating Cybertip.ca (Canada’s tipline for reporting the online sexual exploitation of children) 
over the past 13 years, our agency has witnessed the growing proliferation of child sexual abuse material on  
the Internet.

We are now starting to see the first generation of victims of child sexual abuse imagery – whose abuse has 
been traded online – reach adulthood. Information from these individuals offers a lens into the unique 
challenges faced by victims of this crime.

International Working Group and Victim Survey
Victims whose sexual abuse has been recorded and distributed online require specialized support services. To better 
understand this aspect, the Canadian Centre is surveying (now adult) victims whose abuse has been distributed 
online. The goal of the survey is to learn about the unique impacts experienced by this population, as well as 
determine what policy, legislative and therapeutic changes are required to respond to the needs of these victims. 

A working group of international experts, co-chaired by the Canadian Centre and the National Centre for Missing 
and Exploited Children, has been set up to contribute knowledge and feedback into the development of the survey 
questions and design, as well as to collaborate in crafting recommendations based on the survey results. It is expected 
that a series of recommendations will be released in late spring with regard to improved intervention and responses 
to victims of child sexual abuse imagery. A report will also be shared with stakeholders on best practices and 
considerations related to addressing the needs of this population. 

Why Is This Survey Important?
There is much to learn about the experiences of those affected by child sexual abuse imagery offences. There are 
significant gaps and challenges in effectively addressing the continuum of issues when working with victims of these 
types of offences, not the least of which is that there are so many victims yet to be identified.

“As a victim of this most horrific form of child sexual exploitation I have felt alone, misunderstood and helpless. 
It is time for the world to understand child pornography and the unimaginable impacts it has on us, the victims. 
We need to find our voice to help those who wish to better understand and help us.”  
                                             – Victim of child sexual abuse whose images were distributed online 

For more information on the project, please visit protectchildren.ca/csaimageryproject.


