
What is Salmon-Safe?

Salmon-Safe is a site specific certification initiative that recognizes and promotes progressive, 
environmentally friendly land and water management practices that protect Pacific salmon, 
enhance water quality and restore habitat.

Achieving Salmon-Safe certification clearly demonstrates leadership and commitment to the 
health of salmon and fresh water. Certification applies to land and water management practices 
in both agricultural areas and urban areas. In BC, the urban certification program is called 
“Salmon-Safe Communities.”
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What Does Salmon-Safe Assess?
In addition to assessing and certifying agricultural lands, Salmon-Safe 
assesses private and publicly owned sites in urban areas – including 
municipal parks, institutional buildings and residential developments –
against performance standards in the following key categories:

•	 Stormwater	management

•	 Water	use	management

•	 Erosion	and	sediment	control	

•	 Pesticide	reduction	and	water	quality	protection	

•	 Enhancement	of	urban	ecological	function

•	 Habitat	protection	and	restoration.

“We adopted Salmon-Safe in King County’s Green 
Building Ordinance as it really is the best certification 
for our needs in considering long-term site operations 
and valuing the land assets of the County as well as 
supporting our parks and open space initiatives.”

–	Patti	Southard,	Program	Manager,	King	County	Green	Tools,	Washington

What Has Been Done So Far?
Salmon-Safe began in Oregon in 1996, and is now active across 
Washington, Oregon and British Columbia. Agriculture continues to be 
a key focus for Salmon-Safe and in the US, more than 500 farms and 
vineyards have been certified. Since being introduced to BC in 2011, 45 
farms, ranches and vineyards have been certified, including - Klippers 
Organic Acres, Tinhorn Creek Vineyards and Glorious Organic Acres - 
ensuring specific environmental standards are adhered to by all Salmon-
Safe certified producers.

Salmon-Safe certification for urban sites is highly sought after in 
Washington's Puget Sound area, with 16 sites recently certified, including 
University of Washington, Allen Institute for Science, Olympic Sculpture 
Park in downtown Seattle and various Port of Seattle parks.

Salmon-Safe Communities certification is now 
available for urban lands across BC. 

Read on to learn how you can earn the  
Salmon-Safe seal of approval.



Salmon-Safe Communities for BC

Visit Us 
Salmon-Safe is delivered in BC through a 
partnership of the Pacific Salmon Foundation and 
Fraser Basin Council. To find out more visit:
www.salmonsafe.ca 
www.fraserbasin.bc.ca/water_salmon-safe.html

Contact Us
For	more	on	Salmon-Safe	Communities:
Amy Greenwood 604-488-5367 | agreenwood@fraserbasin.bc.ca 
For	more	on	Salmon-Safe	Agriculture:
Costanza Testino 604-664-7664 | ctestino@psf.ca
Limited	print	copies	are	printed	in	Canada	on	100%	post-consumer,	processed		
chlorine-free	recycled	paper.

All 250 Portland City parks – 10,000 acres 
in total – are now certified Salmon-Safe. 
The Mayor of Portland recently challenged 
all City departments to seek certification 
for the properties they occupy or manage. 

What Lands are Eligible?

Public and private sites can be certified as Salmon-
Safe. Certification applies to parks and natural 
areas, college or university campuses, institutional 
buildings, business parks and residential or 
condominium developments in urban, suburban and 
rural settings.

Land can be Salmon-Safe certified whether or not it 
has a watercourse on it. Runoff and seepage from 
commercial, industrial and residential activities, 
even those not immediately adjacent to streams 
and rivers, can have long-term cumulative impacts 
on fish and other aquatic species. For this reason, it 
is highly beneficial to adopt Salmon-Safe practices 
across a wide variety of urban lands.

“Participating in Salmon-Safe is 
a natural progression of Vulcan's 
commitment to sustainability. The 
opportunity to educate others and to 
bring them on board should have a 
positive impact on the environment and 
will be very fulfilling.”
—	Jim	Broadlick,	Senior	Director	of	Design	and		 	
	 Construction,	Vulcan	Inc.	(Seattle)

What Does a Salmon-Safe 
property look like?

Salmon-Safe assessment and certification can 
assists landowners and property managers to 
identify opportunities to improve water quality and 
introduce innovations that have multiple benefits. 
Examples of Salmon-Safe practices include 
activities and infrastructure to:

•	 capture	and	filtrate	rainwater	on	site	through	
bioswales,	rain	gardens	or	pervious	pavement

•	 reduce	impervious	surface	and	minimize	run-off

•	 maintain	a	buffer	of	trees	and	vegetation	along	
streambanks

•	 eliminate	use	of	herbicides,	pesticides	and	
fertilizers

•	 reduce	water	use,	through	efficient	irrigation	
practices,	rainwater	capture	and	drought-tolerant	
landscaping

•	 protect	wetlands,	woodlands	and	other	natural	
areas	as	biodiversity	corridors.

What are the Benefits of 
Salmon-Safe Certification?

In addition to improved environmental outcomes, 
achieving Salmon-Safe certification clearly 
demonstrates commitment to sustainable land and 
water management. Adoption of Salmon-Safe's 
comprehensive land management standards can 
result in significant operational efficiencies.

Those that qualify for Salmon-Safe certification 
can use the Salmon-Safe logo to communicate their 
corporate social responsibility and sustainable land 
and water management practices.

What is the Certification 
Process?
Salmon-Safe certification involves a review of land 
and water management policies and procedures, 
including a site inspection by Salmon-Safe experts.  
Scientific, performance-based assessment criteria 
are used to confirm compliance with Salmon-Safe 
standards. 

Wondering how Salmon-Safe can be 
applied in your community? Ask us!

Salmon-Safe certification requires significant on-site rainwater man-

agement to improve water quality and reduce run-off; including the 

use of raingardens and pervious pavements.

The head office of MEC in Vancouver was certified as BC's first 
Salmon-Safe urban site in October, 2015.

Congratulations to MEC on this accomplishment!


